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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The present study has been conducted with the aim of examining the
meaning and concept of violence in the words of Imam Ali (AS),
focusing on its semantic scope within Nahj al-Balagha, utilizing a
descriptive-analytical method. In the domain of religious knowledge,
'violence' is introduced as one of the human spiritual traits. Prima
facie, violence is deemed reprehensible and counted among moral
vices. From one perspective, however, violence is not always and
everywhere evil. Rather, there are occasions when even humans-
including the faithful-resort to violence, and at times this expression
of anger becomes obligatory and necessary for them. Given this
concept's significance for humanity's worldly and otherworldly
destiny, understanding this term constitutes a cornerstone of moral
education. Cultivating ethical traits and behaviors cannot be achieved
without first comprehending them.
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3. Methodology

The present study has been conducted with the aim of examining the
meaning and concept of violence in the words of Imam Ali (AS),
focusing on its semantic scope within Nahj al-Balagha, utilizing a
descriptive-analytical method.

4. Results

Based on the collective discussions presented, it can be concluded that
a thorough examination and contemplation of the scholarly works of
lexicographers and commentators of Nahj al-Balagha lead us to two
key realizations: First, Imam Ali (AS) employed a unified concept of
violence across diverse expressions and contexts, thereby unfolding a
comprehensive network of ethical and human concepts centered on
the axis of violence before his audience. Second, violence possesses
distinct applications and functions; consequently, human beings—
whether in their actual or legal standing, or within individual or
societal dimensions—must exercise necessary consideration regarding
both the causes that give rise to anger and the consequences stemming
from its manifestation and application.

5. Discussion
In the exalted religious culture, the application of violence in its just
position and as a last resort must be exercised consciously,
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benevolently, and with the sublime aim of societal reform and moral
education. Should it instead be employed for cathartic release or any
other factor rooted in contempt or oppression, it will not only distance
humanity from its purpose but render its attainment impossible. As
articulated by Imam Ali (AS):'A human being possessing such
[unjust] anger is insane.

6. Conclusion

Based on the collective discussions presented, it can be concluded that
a thorough examination and contemplation of the scholarly works of
lexicographers and commentators of Nahj al-Balagha lead us to two
key realizations: First, Imam Ali (AS) employed a unified concept of
violence across diverse expressions and contexts, thereby unfolding a
comprehensive network of ethical and human concepts centered on
the axis of violence before his audience. Second, violence possesses
distinct applications and functions; consequently, human beings—
whether in their actual or legal standing, or within individual or
societal dimensions—must exercise necessary consideration regarding
both the causes that give rise to anger and the consequences stemming
from its manifestation and application.

Keywords: Imam Ali (peace be upon her), Nahj al-Balagha, Violence,
Conceptualization.
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