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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

One of the critical aspects of interpreting Qur'anic verses is
understanding the vocabulary and its semantic implications in
historical contexts, as well as its functional significance within the
Quranic framework. This approach enables a comprehensive
interpretation of Qur'anic verses by uncovering all semantic layers of
the words. Additionally, considering the context (siyaq) of verses and
the thematic structure of surahs alongside lexical analysis contributes
to a deeper understanding of the Qur'an’s profound message.

The phrase "Fa amsikihunna" (&b s5548), derived from the root
m-s-k (&), appears in three verses of the Qur'an. Interpretive
opinions, particularly concerning verse 15 of Surah al-Nisa’, have
raised significant questions and debates. Most exegetes have
interpreted this phrase as house confinement as a prescribed
punishment, which was later abrogated and replaced by penalties such
as flogging or stoning (rajm). While this interpretation relates to
severe issues like adultery and betrayal, it provokes serious inquiries:
Does the punishment for family-related transgressions—especially
considering the Qur'an's emphasis on preserving family integrity—
equate to penalties prescribed for “al-zani wa al-zaniyah" ( &'
43 301 5), referring to men and women known for committing adultery?
Furthermore, how does perpetual house confinement (prior to
abrogation), which implies lifelong imprisonment for women,
contribute to family preservation or foster compassionate relationships
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between spouses affected by betrayal? Is the prevalent literal
interpretation sufficiently precise? Could alternative meanings be
proposed based on robust evidence?

2. Literature Review

No independent study has been found regarding the semantics and
analytical interpretation of this phrase in Qur'anic verses. However,
two published studies address verses 15 and 16 of Surah al-Nisa’:

1. A Comparative Study of Abrogation from the Perspective of
Allameh Tabatabai and Ayatollah Khoei by Seyyede Farnaz
Ettehad, published in Pajouheshnameh Ta wilat Qur’ant
(Spring-Summer 2022). This study merely discusses the views
of these two scholars on abrogation in these verses.

2. Analysis of Apparent Contradictions in Verses Related to
Punishment for Adulterous Women by Abdoljabbar
Zarghoosh-Nasab, published in Pajouheshnameh Ma ‘arif
Qur’ant (Winter 2017). This article attempts to reconcile
interpretive opinions but lacks focus on lexical analysis or
contextual examination of the phrase under discussion.

In these studies, the authors did not focus on the conceptual analysis
of the phrase in question from lexicological, contextual (sivag), and
structural perspectives within the verses and surah. Thus, this study
distinguishes itself by concentrating on lexical semantics, context, and
thematic structure within the surah.

3. Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, focusing on
the semantics of "Fa amsikiuhunna™ within Qur'anic interpretations. It
examines its lexical meaning and semantic scope across Qur'anic
usage while reflecting on contextual elements to provide a clearer
interpretation, particularly regarding verse 15 of Surah al-Nisa’.

4. Results

An analysis of context, thematic structure, and sequence within verses
containing this phrase indicates that these verses emphasize preserving
Islamic families by outlining proper behavior and interactions between
spouses under various circumstances to prevent family disintegration.
Lexical analysis and careful examination of the semantic range of the
root "m-s-k™ (<) in the Qur'an reveal that the core meaning of this



91 | Critical Analysis of Interpretive Opinions Regarding ...| Mousaeipour

term encompasses retention and preservation accompanied by
attention and care. This semantic nuance is particularly relevant and
noteworthy in verses pertaining to spousal relationships.

6. Conclusion

Based on the analysis conducted, with careful consideration of the
surah's structure, the verse's context, and a focus on the lexical
meaning, it can be concluded that the directive of confinement in
homes mentioned in verse 15 of Surah al-Nisa’ serves as a preventive
measure. This ruling aims to prevent the recurrence of infidelity by
women within Islamic families, emphasizing care and attentive
supervision to create conditions for repentance, reform, and eventual
release from perpetual confinement.

In essence, the verse addresses the ruling concerning married
women in Islamic families who commit sexual infidelity. It highlights
the critical responsibility of the husband in such cases: if his wife
engages in such misconduct, he is instructed to keep her within the
home. However, this confinement is not merely punitive; rather, it
involves emotional care and attention as a first step to help her
recognize her error and guide her back to shared marital life and
commitment. This interpretation underscores the Quran's focus on
familial preservation and reconciliation over purely punitive
approaches.

Keywords: Qur'anic Verses, Fa’amsikiihunna, Interpretations, Critical
Analysis, Meaning.
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