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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Speech Act Theory (SAT) focuses on actions performed through utterances.
The proposed approach attempts to understand different types of speech acts
that speakers perform when making statements. A common question in this
approach is "What types of speech acts do speakers perform when making
statements?" According to this theory, prayers can be considered a set of
specific speech acts, each with a secondary meaning and a specific
communicative purpose. Abu Hamza al-Thumali’s supplication contains
precise and profound points about the state and attributes of servants, their
description and the quality of their relationship with God in the position of
servitude. In this supplication, the Imam (peace be upon him) explicitly
refers to the spiritual characteristics, behavior, and speech of servants in the
face of God. The linguistic diversity and richness of this supplication make it
a suitable example for textual analysis using John Searle’s theory of speech
acts. This supplication, narrated from Imam al-Sajjad (peace be upon him),
is distinguished and prominent among supplications in terms of the depth
and subtlety of concepts, the breadth of the scope of themes, and the beauty
and eloquence of words. This interdisciplinary research analyzes and
represents Abu Hamza al-Thumali's noble supplication discourse using
content analysis and Searle’s theory of speech acts.
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2. Research Question(s)

1. How is the semantic structure of Abu Hamza al-Thumali's supplication
explained based on John Searle’s theory of speech acts?

2. What speech acts are used in Abu Hamza al-Thumali’s Suplication?

3. Which speech act is most frequent in Abu Hamza al-Thumali’s
supplication?

3. Literature Review

John Searle’s speech act theory is an effective tool for analyzing various
texts, including religious texts. This research explores studies that have used
this theory to analyze religious texts such as the Quran, Nahj al-Balaghah,
and supplications. In several studies, Searle’s theory has been used to
analyze the speech acts of religious texts. For example, Shakbari (2011)
examined speech acts in the Quran and Hadith and proposed desirable
speech patterns. Modarres (2014) analyzed assertive and illocutionary
speech acts in the Holy Quran, and Kaboodi (2019) investigated speech acts
in Surah Kahf based on Searle’s theory. Keyvaniyan (2022) analyzed the
speech acts of Surah Ma'idah and Surah Kahf and demonstrated their
semantic relationships. Hami (2022) examined the acts of glorification and
praise in Nahj al-Balaghah and showed that emotional and expressive acts
are mostly used directly, while persuasive acts are mostly used indirectly.
Dastaranj et al. (2021) examined speech acts in the Makarim al-Akhlaq
prayer and showed that the persuasive act forms the main structure of the
prayer. Noorsadeh and Bageri (2022) analyzed speech acts in Imam Reza’s
(AS) theosophical discourse and showed that Imam Reza (AS) used
expressive acts to inform the audience. In the context of the topic, many
studies have been conducted on the Dua Abu Hamza al-Thamali, and they
mostly deal with the semantic and content dimensions of this dua. For
example, Falahpour (2006) examined Imam Sajjad’s (AS) educational
methods. Soleimani Meymand (2010) analyzed the Qur’anic virtues of Dua
Abu Hamza. The author (2011) examined the relationship between man and
God in Dua Abu Hamza and compared it to the Quran. Namdari et al. (2015)
analyzed Dua Abu Hamza stylistically.

4. Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, using John Searle’s
speech act theory, to examine the speech acts in the prayer of Abu Hamzah.
The primary focus of this study is applied linguistics, which focuses on the
functions and meanings of language in various contexts. To this end, the text
of Abu Hamzah's prayer is initially divided into smaller semantic units, and
each unit is subsequently analyzed based on Searle’s classification of speech
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acts, including representatives, commissive, directive, declarative, and
expressive.

5. Results

Findings reveal that the prayer of Abu Hamzah Thamali encompasses
various speech acts, including representative, directive, expressive, and
commissive, each serving a distinct purpose. Representative speech acts
exhibit the highest frequency (53%), followed by directives (35%).
Expressives (11%) also have a notable presence, whereas commissives (1%)
are employed minimally. These frequency counts indicate that the speaker
primarily focuses on conveying beliefs, stating facts, and motivating the
audience.

The analysis of speech acts in the prayers revealed the following distribution:

Speech Act Type | Frequency (%) | Number of Occurrences | Occurrence
Directives 35% 178 1-47
Representatives 53% 265 1-47
Expressives 11% 55 1-47
Declarative 0% 2 1-47
Commissive 1% 5 1-47
Total 100 505

Figure 1. Frequency Analysis of Speech Acts in Verses 1-47 of Abu Hamzah’s
Prayer

Conclusion: This study examined the linguistic structure of the Abu Hamza
Thumali supplication using John Searle’s speech act theory and analyzed the
various functions of the speech acts employed within it. The innovative
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approach of the research reveals that speech act analysis is a powerful tool
for understanding the depth and complexity of such texts.

The speech acts in this supplication are primarily categorized into three
types: Representatives, Directives, and Expressives. Representative acts,
making up 53% of the speech acts, are the most frequent and serve as the
foundation for the prayer by conveying religious truths and beliefs. Directive
acts, at 35%, encourage the audience to perform specific actions or accept
certain beliefs, often expressed as requests or commands. Expressive acts,
accounting for 11% of all acts, foster a deeper connection between the
speaker and listener by evoking feelings such as hope, fear, and regret. The
data analysis demonstrates that the speech acts in Abu Hamza's supplication
work together cohesively to create a strong semantic and communicative
whole. For instance, in passages 43 and 45, Imam Sajjad uses a combination
of representative, directive, and expressive acts to establish a profound and
intimate dialogue with God. He begins with emotional expressions to set the
stage for his requests, follows with humble and respectful language to make
his petitions, and enumerates his desires, such as filling the heart with love,
fear, and faith. The findings indicate that the supplication is not merely a
religious act but a complex communicative act with a specific linguistic
structure. Speech act analysis helps uncover the meanings and concepts
embedded in the supplication, answering questions like the speaker’s intent,
the emotions intended to be evoked, and the actions the speaker aims to
encourage in the audience. Overall, this research shows that speech act
analysis is a potent method for understanding the linguistic structure and
various functions of prayers, enhancing the comprehension of religious texts
and their communicative roles in the humanities.

Keywords: John Searle, discourse analysis, Abu Hamza al-Tha’mali’s
supplication, speech acts, applied linguistics.
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