Journal of Seraje Monir 3 ATU
Vol. 16, No.50, Spring & Summer 2025, P 143-170 {D?O? ‘
ajsm.atu.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22054/ajsm.2025.77685.2000

The Impact of Knowing the Biographical Details of
Hadith Narrators on Understanding Hadith (Figh al-
Hadith)

Associate Professor, Allameh Tabataba'i

Hamidreza Basiri University, Tehran, Iran

Assistant Professor, Department of Quran
« | and Hadith, Bint Al-Hoda Higher
Education Complex, Al-Mustafa
International University, Qom, Iran

Zahra Zarei Madueiyeh

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The science of *rijal*, which is responsible for the study of narrators,
has always been regarded in the process of examining hadith as a
preliminary science that provides its results to *Mustalah al-Hadith*
(Hadith Methodology) and is only directly related to it. However,
reflection on narrations that draw attention to narrators with different
characteristics and degrees in the process of understanding hadith, and
also provide criteria for resolving contradictions with regard to the
characteristics of narrators, strengthens the view that the science of
*rijal* cannot only be considered as a preliminary science, but can
also directly affect *Figh al-Hadith* (Understanding Hadith), and not
just through the intermediary of *Mustalah al-Hadith*. Considering
this view, it is possible that inattention to the attributes and conditions
of the narrator in some cases can prevent the correct understanding of
the meaning of the hadith. With this reflection, the main issue that can
be raised in the present research is how the knowledge of the *rijali*
conditions of narrators can affect the understanding of hadith.

2. Literature Review
Much has been written on the subject of *'IIm al-Rijal* (the science of
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biographical evaluation) and *Figh al-Hadith* (understanding hadith)
and the various related subtopics of each. Numerous studies have been
conducted on how *'llm al-Rijal* is applied in *Figh al-Hadith*.
Sometimes, as in the article “The Imams and Strategies for
Transmitting, Understanding, and Critiquing Hadith” by Nosrat Baji
and Qassem Bustani (Hadith and Thought, No. 20), or the article
“Pathology of Understanding Narrations (Contradiction: Causes and
Factors)” by Seyed Ali Delbari Hosseini (Theology and Law, No. 11),
the role of *'lim al-Rijal* and knowledge of the narrator is touched
upon during discussions of strategies for understanding and critiquing
hadith, the causes of contradiction, and ways to resolve contradiction.
Other times, as in the thesis “Audience Analysis and Its Role in
Understanding the Narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (as.)” by
Mohammad Majid Sheikh Baha’i, the importance of knowing the
hadith's audience in understanding the hadith is briefly mentioned.
However, a study that specifically examines the impact of knowing
the biographical conditions of the narrator and *'Iim al-Rijal* on
*Figh al-Hadith*, and elucidates how this influence occurs, has not
been found in our searches. Given the status and importance of *Figh
al-Hadith* and the role of *'IIm al-Rijal* in this science from ancient
times (the time of issuance) until now, in this research, we aim to
clarify how knowing the biographical conditions of the narrator
affects *Figh al-Hadith*, to make the relationship between these two
sciences, and the position and importance of *'Iim al-Rijal* in this
relationship, more apparent.

3. Methodology

This article employs a descriptive-analytical method and endeavors,
through the presentation of examples, to clarify the impact of
understanding the biographical details (rijal) of narrators on
comprehending hadith.

4. Conclusion

Regarding the relationship between the sciences of hadith, it is often
assumed that *'llm al-Rijal* (the science of biographical evaluation),
as the science concerned with the study of narrators, has no direct
connection with *Figh al-Hadith* (the science of understanding
hadith), and is only directly related to *Mustalah al-Hadith* (the
science of hadith terminology), providing its findings to the latter.
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However, considering the narrations and paying attention to the
practical conduct of prominent scholars, it suggests a stronger and
more significant connection between these two sciences, highlighting
the greater benefit *Figh al-Hadith* derives from *Rijal*, to the
extent that sometimes a correct understanding of a narration is only
possible by paying attention to the narrator of the hadith. The
reliability and unreliability of the narrator, the narrator's lifespan and
the surrounding circumstances of that time, the narrator's school of
thought, the narrator's place of residence, and the narrator's level of
knowledge can all influence *Figh al-Hadith* and, among other
things, illuminate the way in recognizing narrations made under
*tagiyya*  (dissimulation),  resolving  conflicting  narrations,
understanding multiple narrations received on a single topic, and
categorizing them. *1lm al-Rijal* not only serves as a prelude to
*Figh al-Hadith* but also functions as a contextual indicator during
the process of understanding hadith, resolving problems, and scholars
of *Figh al-Hadith* often find it unavoidable to engage in *Rijal*
discussions in many instances. Of course, just as *'llm al-Rijal* serves
the science of understanding hadith, understanding the content of a
narrator's hadith and *Figh al-Hadith* of his narrations can also help
to better understand the biographical details of the narrator, which can
be observed in some studies that have been conducted.

Keywords:'llm al-Rijal” (Biographical evaluation of Hadith
narrators), conditions of narrators, Hadith narrator criticism,
jurisprudence of Hadith.
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