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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

One of the most important ways to expand methodological research is
to engage in interdisciplinary discussions to better explain the
concepts of authentic religious texts. One of the theories proposed in
the field of discourse analysis and textual studies that can provide a
basis for a greater understanding of the meaning and interpretation of
texts, including religious texts, is the theory of "speech act".
Proponents of this theory believe that a verb or a piece of speech
expressed by a speaker is considered an act. On the other hand,
Nahjul-Balagha, as a religious text that has a strong linguistic
structure and rich content, has provided a suitable basis for linguistic
research. Most of the research that has been conducted on this book
has been in the form of examining and describing its teachings, and
based on traditional approaches in the field of moral, spiritual, and
social issues, and less attention has been paid to linguistic approaches
and theories. In view of the above need, this research has taken a
small step towards examining the speech acts in Imam Ali’s (AS)
conversations with the Khawarij. What shows the importance of the
research is the constructive role that the speech act analysis model
plays in understanding the hidden meanings of the text. Certainly,
examining the principles and methods of the Imam against this group
can provide the basis for understanding and correct reasoning in
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debates. According to Sayyid Razi, the Imam (AS) mentioned the
Khawarij 11 times in his sermons in Nahjul Balagha. In this research,
the aforementioned cases were first identified and it was determined
that 7 of them refer to the characteristics of the Khawarij and the news
of their ominous fate. In addition, the Imam discussed and addressed
the Khawarij in four sermons: 36, 58, 122 and 127.

2. Literature Review

Regarding the research background, two categories of research can be
mentioned: A) Articles related to the centrality of the Khawarij: 1.
Maryam Amini (2019) in the article “Analysis and Review of Imam
Ali’s (AS) Debates and Arguments Against the Khawarij Group”,
“Hadith Doctrines” Magazine, Year 3, Issue 5, pp. 99-121. In this
work, the author has analyzed and scientifically reviewed the Imam’s
debates and arguments. 2. Mohammad Ali Kowsari et al. (2016) in the
article “Educational Methodology of Imam Ali’s (AS) Confrontation
with the Khawarij with Emphasis on Nahjul-Balagha” written in the
quarterly journal “Nahjul-Balagha Studies”, Volume 15, Issue 51, pp.
81-102. The authors in this work consider the Imam’s behavior
towards the Khawarij to be tolerance and avoidance of killing and
violence, and prove that the Imam used every method to prevent their
bloodshed. 3. Shahram Rahnama Hassanvand and Mohammad Mehdi
Yazdi (2019) in the article “A Reflection on the Discourse Governing
the Thought of Imam Ali (AS) in Dealing with the Khawarij”,
presented at the Second International Congress of Innovation and
Research in the Humanities and Islamic Sciences, pp. 1-13. In this
work, the authors describe Imam Ali’s (AS) behavior with the
Khawarij as peaceful and based on avoiding any violence, unlike the
rulers after him. 4. Mustafa Soleimani Asl and Masoud Fasih Ramandi
(1400) article "Methods of Hazrat Ali's (AS) dealings with the
Khawarij" written in the quarterly "Peace Studies", issue 4, pp. 11-36.
They have pointed out the various methods of tolerance of Hazrat Ali
(AS) towards the Khawarij, such as dialogue, debate, clearing
ambiguities and doubts, raising awareness, and using mediation and
other people to establish peace. B) Articles related to the study of
speech act theory in Nahjul-Balagha: 1. Seyyed Maryam Fadaeli and
Mohammad Negaresh (1390) in their article “Analysis of Sermon 51
of Nahjul-Balagha Based on Searle’s Classification of Speech Acts”
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written in “Islamic Studies of the Sciences of the Quran and Hadith”,
year 43, pp. 81-118, have shown that in this sermon, Imam Ali (AS)
used declarative and persuasive speech acts to a large extent and
emotional speech acts to a lesser extent to motivate his companions. 2.
Fatimah Dast Ranj and colleagues (1400) in their article “Application
of John Searle’s Speech Act Theory in Reading the Ghara’ Sermon”
written in the quarterly journal “Pajuheshnameh Nahjul-Balagha”,
year 9, issue 33, pp. 71-95. By examining the sermon of Gharra, they
have come to the conclusion that among the five speech acts,
declarative, persuasive, and emotional speech acts are present in this
sermon. 3. Ali Najafi Ayuki et al. (2017) in their article “Textual
Analysis of the Sermon of Shaqshaqiyah Based on Searle’s Speech
Act Theory” written in the quarterly journal “Pajuheshnameh Nahjul-
Balagha”, Year 5, Issue 19, pp. 1-17, have shown that declarative
speech acts are the most frequent in this sermon, because in this
sermon, the Imam (a.s.) seeks to report the historical incident of
Sagifa. 4. Behzad Qansoli (1990) in his article “Study of Speech Acts
in Sermon 111 of Nahjul-Balagha” written by “Specialized Journal of
Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
Mashhad”, Volume 33, Issue 4-3, pp. 571-580. By examining 94
sentences used in the aforementioned sermon, he found that most of
the Imam’s words contain descriptive acts that indicate his concern to
show a realistic picture of the face of the world. Although the
aforementioned studies are similar in method and approach to the
present article, it is clear that no analysis has been presented regarding
the subject of the conversations of the Commander of the Faithful
(AS) with the Khawarij based on John Searle’s theory of speech acts.

3. Methodology

In this study, Searle's speech act method has been used to present the
speech act model of Imam Ali (AS) in dealing with the Khawarij in
the noble book Nahjul-Balagha. Taking into account certain criteria,
John Searle has divided speech acts into five categories: declarative,
persuasive, emotional, declarative, and commitment speech acts.

4. Conclusion

From the study of the four sermons 36, 58, 122, and 127 quoted in
Nahjul-Balagha based on Searle's classification of speech acts, the
following results were obtained: 1. The most frequent speech act



Spring & Summer 2025| No.50 | Vol. 16 | Journal of Seraje Monir | 174

mentioned in these sermons is the declarative act, followed by the
persuasive act. Retrieving the speech acts in the mentioned sermons
indicates that Imam Ali (AS) sought to state the facts and report the
story of the authority and dispel the doubts presented by the Khawarij.
In this case, the use of persuasive speech acts and declarative speech
acts is proportionate and consistent with the Imam's purpose. 2. The
Imam'’s conversation with the Khawarij shows that the Imam's priority
was to guide and direct them in order to prevent the outbreak of war,
which can be a model for his followers in the dangerous matter of
Jihad.

Keywords: Imam Ali (AS), Nahjul-Balagha, Selected Sermons,
Speech Act Theory, Searle.
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