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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The semantic field of "guidance-misguidance” is one of the important
semantic fields in the semantic system of the Qur'an, and Satan is one
of the key concepts in this semantic field. The present study tries to
provide a comprehensive explanation of the concept of "satan's astray"
by using the method of constructionist semantics, based on linguistic
context, based on coexistence and substitution relations. The analysis
of 30 verses in which this concept is used showed that the semantic
field of "Muzell" includes concepts such as "Pharaoh”, "Samaritan”, a
group of "people of the book™ and "criminals” centered on Satan.
Considering the coexistence of satan's astray and "Sabil" with the
highest frequency of repetition, it is clear that this concept is related to
the path and means deviating from an easy and natural path with a
spiritual destination and towards the truth. The concept of "Sadd" is a
substitute for "Ezlal of Satans" in the Qur'an, with the difference that,
unlike "Sadd", there is no element of creating obstacles in the errors of

* Corresponding Author: f.abadi@alzahra.ac.ir

How to Cite: Fattahizadeh, F., Abadi, F. (2025). The Concept of "Satan's Astray" in
the Semantic System of the Holy Qur'an with an Emphasis on Coexistence and
Substitution Relationships: A Constructivist Semantics Approach, Journal of Seraje
Monir, 16(50), 231-262. DOI: 10.22054/ajsm.2025.76998.1986

Accepted: 20/04/2025 Original Research

Received: 30/11/2023

ISSN: 2228-6616

elSSN: 2476-6070


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1633-0955
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4796-868X

Spring & Summer 2025| No.50 | Vol. 16 | Journal of Seraje Monir | 232

the component, and "Sadd" has never been attributed to God;
Therefore, the concept of "Ezlal™ is more general. The semantic field
of "satan's astray" includes concepts such as adornment, promise,
reprimand, invitation, temptation, and order, which are sub-words to
the concept of "Ezlal of Satans”, and in other words, it is a type of it.

2. Research Question

- What is the position of devils in the "guidance-misguidance” system
in the Holy Qur'an?

- What are the substitution concepts of "misleading the devils"?

-What 1s the semantic domain of the concept of the devils’
misguidance?

3. Literature Review

Since Satan and misguidance are regarded as key concepts within the
semantic system of the Qur’an, numerous studies have explored these
ideas wusing interpretive, theological, lexical, and comparative
approaches with other religions. In addition, in recent years, this
concept has been investigated in various studies using the cognitive
semantics method. However, the present study is innovative in terms
of analyzing the concept of misguidance in cases where the agent is
Satan, with the aim of examining the different dimensions of this
concept in the Holy Quran, extracting its substitute concepts in the
semantic system of the Quran, and achieving the semantic domain of
the concept of misguidance of demons with a structural semantics
approach.

4. Methodology

The method of the present research in data analysis is the use of
structural semantics. With this aim, a corpus of verses from the Quran,
including 30 verses in which the agent of Satan's misguidance is
extracted, was examined and analyzed. Semantics is the study of
meaning and studies linguistic phenomena within the framework of a
system without any type of presuppositions. Semantic theories
consider text or speech as a meaningful set that can be understood or
studied. This research has chosen the structural approach based on
linguistic context among the various methods of semantics.
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5. Conclusion

The semantic domain of the concept of "misleading™ in the Holy
Quran, in addition to Satan, includes Pharaoh, Samaritans, chiefs and
elders, criminals, etc., which in the Quranic interpretation can be
referred to as the soldiers of Satan. In the paradigmatic axis, the
concept of "sabil” has the highest frequency of association with the
misguidance of devils. Since "sabil" is a natural and easy path and, in
most cases, of use in the Quran, a spiritual path towards the
destination of truth, it is clear that misguidance is a concept related to
the path, and misguidance is to take one away and deviate from a
specific, easy path towards the destination of truth. An examination of
other cognates of "sabil™ shows that the concept of "sadd" meaning to
deviate from the path and create an obstacle in the path of movement,
has replaced "misleading the devils" in the semantic system of the
Quran. The semantic domain of the concept of "misleading the devils"
is obtained by examining other actions of the devils. In addition to the
concept of "sadd", this domain includes the concepts of promising,
ordering evil, tempting, associating partners with God, causing
discord between people, causing slippage, frightening, beautifying
ugliness, etc. An examination of the concepts in the semantic domain
of "misleading the devils" to explain the differences in the semantic
components of these concepts with the central concept shows that this
concept is more general than "sadd"; because the concept of "sadd" is
a deviation that is created by creating an obstacle in the path, but the
semantic component of creating an obstacle does not exist in
misguidance. In addition, unlike the concept of "misguidance”, the
concept of "obstacle” is not attributed to God and is only a substitute
for this concept in the domain of "misguiding the devils".

Keywords: Qur'an, constructivist semantics, satan's astray, concept of
Path, Sabil, Sadd
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